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Special points of interest 

• Student Spotlight:  Jessica 

• Student Spotlight: Jenna 

• Graduation 

Principal’s Message 
  What sets Battle Monument apart from other 
schools is simple, our students are learning all the time, 
our staff is teaching all of the time.  Formal teaching and 
learning goes on throughout the school day.  Lessons led 
by our teachers in the classroom, special areas, or any of 
our auxiliary spaces.  Students are being exposed to the 
curriculum as well as challenged with their communica-
tion and functional living skills.  

 What is special, is the teach-
ing and learning at BMS doesn’t stop 
in the classroom.  It has been wonder-
ful to watch the staff working with the 
students in the cafeteria, the hallways, 
on the playground, during the play productions, to just name a 
few.  Staff have found ways to integrate multiple classes in some 
of our larger spaces to enrich the lessons of the classroom, en-
couraging social skills.  Teams of students and staff cheering 
each other on for their successes.  Students are getting opportu-
nities to work with unfamil-

iar staff, which is a challenge they need to 
overcome as they prepare for transition be-
yond BMS.  We continue to work on the whole 
school, just like we do the whole child, as we 
enrich the learning experience of every stu-
dent at BMS. 

Upcoming Events/
Announcements 

• June 10th Wheelchair Clean Up 

• June 14th Last day for Pre-K and Pre-school 
• June 15th/16th Schools Close 3 hours early 

May/June 2022 
 

BMS Teacher of the Year 

Morgan McCaskill 



Student Spotlight 

Jessica 

My name is Jessica and I 

have been a student at 

Battle Monument for as long 

as I can remember.  I have 

had the opportunity to work 

with many amazing staff 

members over the years and 

I would like to thank them all 

because they have all made 

my time at Battle Monument 

something I will never forget, 

so thank you!  I would like to 

personally thank Ms. Kathy, 

and Ms. Pam and of course 

Mr. Tony without them and 

so many others I would not 

be where I am today.  I am 

going to miss all of you very 

much.  To my family, I want 

to say thank you for any and 

all the sacrifices you have 

had to make for me.  Mom 

and Dad thank you for al-

ways being there for me and 

having my best interests at 

heart and it being the most 

important thing to you.   

Middle school spent April reading and using explicit de-

tails to recount a story or text.  Using pictures or words to 

really cue in on the details of a text.  We had fun looking 

at fiction and non-fiction stories to determine how to put 

the information or pictures in order to recount the infor-

mation.  May and June in reading shifted into identifying 

key details from a text or story.  Using pictures and vocab-

ulary to remember the specifics of the story or text.  We 

had a lot of different ways for students to show what they 

know either through picture diagrams, graphic organizers, 

or completing sentence 

starters. 

 

Math in April was all about the signs.  Identifying the 

meaning of +, - and = .  We talked about it in many ways 

whether it had to do with items they liked or objects they 

counted.  Students were constantly adding and sub-

tracting.  This lead right into May and June as we looked at 

creating sets of all different sizes.  Students would have to 

add or take away from sets in order to get to the right 

number in each.  For some students they even moved into 

comparing sets of numbers to determine which they would 

want more of. 

Elementary 

Middle 

The last two months of the school year 

go so quickly.  Reading in April focused 

on identifying pictures that went with a 

familiar story.  Our elementary team 

found stories that the kids loved and 

flipped through just for the illustrations.  

May/June we moved into identifying key 

details from those same stories.  Knowing 

about how the illustrations helped us find 

those key details.   

 

In math we found objects and pictures 

that the students liked and created sets 

of 10 all through April.  In May, we start-

ed to create pictographs and collected 

measurement data.  Measuring things all 

around our work space and in other ways 

too.  While a ruler is fun, so is trying to 

measure things by comparing them to 

other objects.  How many hands or what 

is arm length.  We will be comparing ob-

jects and pictures to see which is bigger 

or smaller.  It is a good way to finish the 

year. 
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Student Spotlight 

Jenna 

In her years at Battle Monu-

ment School, Jenna has 

touched the lives of many 

staff members and students. 

We will always remember 

her spunky attitude, killer 

dance moves, and sing-

ing.  Jenna has shown her 

love for art and music while 

at BMS, along with her over-

all love for people. Her resili-

ence has been evident 

throughout her school expe-

rience, and especially this 

year, when she received a 

successful double organ 

transplant. Jenna will surely 

be missed and we wish her 

all of the best on her next 

adventure.  

High 

High school picked a story element, like a character from a 

story, and looked at how that element changed through the 

story.  Tracking one piece of the story as they read a book over 

the week really got the students to cue in on key details.  It 

made sense then for May and June to cue in on that exact skill.  

Students focused on those key details to help them remember 

the information or stories they were reading about. 

Math in April was all about the patterns.  Creating repeated patterns of pictures, 

objects, and numbers to start the month.  That evolved into using those same 

patterns to make predictions about what would come next.  Predic-

tions about what to expect in the environment around them is an 

important skill.  In May and June, the learning shifted to gathering, 

representing, and interpreting data.  Students would gather infor-

mation, chart it, and then think about what it would mean.  Ms. 

Sysyn’s room sat by the courtyard, asked each passerby their pre-

ferred recess activity.  Students took the data and graphed it, after 

organizing it in a data chart.  Then they agreed, the playground is 

Battle Monuments favorite place to be! 
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Graduation 2021-2022... 

This year’s Battle Monu-
ment Class of 2022, cele-
brated their graduation on 
May 26th.  I want to recog-
nize the efforts of the team 
that made it possible.  Ja-
son Gaynor, Tamara Cole, 
Pam Richardson, Nancy 
Haney, Ashley Boer, and 
Linda Jones.  Thank you to 
each team member for 
your efforts as it made for 
a memorable event for the 
family of Jessica and eve-
ryone else who was there. 
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Related Services 

Battle Monument School 

7801 E Collingham Dr 

Baltimore MD 21222 
 

Phone: 443-809-7000 

Fax: 443-809-7242 

E-mail: kmartin3@bcps.org 

The BCPS Transition Team has hosted monthly "Transition Chats" about 
a variety of topics of interest to families with Transition-age students 
(14 - 21). The Chats occur on Monday evenings from 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 
and will be recorded for later viewing if necessary.  
You can register for the final event of the year , 6/13: Building 
"Possibilitopia"  

 at:       https://www.smore.com/stgm5  
 

Also: If you have questions about transition planning, are not sure whether or 
not you have completed a DDA application for your child, or need more infor-
mation about the timeline of tasks to be done to prepare for your child's tran-
sition out of school please feel free to reach out to our School Social Worker , 
Hilary Hellerbach (hhellerbach@bcps.org  / 443-809-6972). She can meet with 
you and/or set up a meeting with our wonderful transition coordinator, Ann 
Kennedy! 

Transition 

Battle Monument School received a 
$2,000 grant from the Education Founda-
tion of Baltimore County to provide a 
much needed update to our sensory 
room.  With money from the grant we 
were able to purchase a fiber optic comb 
to hang the fiber optic light spray, 2 vi-
broacoustic bean bag chairs, and a sen-
sory panel to go with 2 that we already 
had in the room.  The sensory panels 
were hung providing a sensory trail on 
the wall.  The goal of the sensory room is 

to provide a calming place for students to decrease negative be-
haviors during the school day.  It is also used to provide sensory 
stimuli to promote engagement in activities throughout the day.  
We are excited to see the impact the new equipment has on our 
students’ ability to focus and engage in learning throughout the 
day  

Health Suite 

From the Health Suite 
Vision screening will take place on June 2.  
 
Last day of school is a half day on 6/16. If your child will not be attending ESY, please pick up 
all medications by 6/16/22, no later than 12 pm.   
 
If your child will be receiving medications or treatments in school next year, they will need a 
physician’s order for each. We will be sending these to you before the end of the year, but if 
you’d like one sent earlier, please call the health suite at 443-809-7119.  
 
Thanks so much for your partnership and cooperation this year. As always, if you have any 
questions or concerns about your student’s health, please feel free to call 443-809-7119.  

https://www.smore.com/stgm5
mailto:hhellerbach@bcps.org


PBIS Tip of the Month: 
 
Use positive reinforcement as often as possible. Use “5 to 1” positives and reinforce 

steps in the right direction. Genuine, specific praise has a powerful effect on your chil-

dren’s behavior. Give attention to the behavior you want to see, not the behavior you 

don’t. This includes efforts to work hard at following your directions and small steps in 

the right direction. If your child needs a more structured reinforcement system, re-

member the simpler and easier it is to implement the more likely you will be con-

sistent at putting it into place.  

Also, with the break between school and ESY coming up, remember that keeping your children on a schedule, even for only a 

couple of hours per day, will help them maintain positive behavior. 

 

Have a wonderful summer! 

Music for the month of May had elementary students studying high/low 
sounds, melody, and using boomwhackers to play various melodies as a 
class. They also wrote their own melodies using the MelodyMaker on 
ChromeMusic lab. Middle and High School classes have finished up 
their unit on Classical music by studying Mozart. Like Mozart we 

learned to play the melody of Twinkle Twinkle Little Star on pianos and 
boomwhackers, and then wrote our own variations of it. For the month 
of June we will be finishing out the school year with Rhythm and Move-
ment activities where we keep the steady beat with rhythm stick rou-
tines, body percussion, and dance movements. Students will also ex-
press what they hear through dance and parachute play.  Our spring 
program, Princess and the Frog was a success and is also now available 
to families to view via the link sent out.  
  

 In the gym we have been working on improving our softball 
skills. Many of the students have continued to work on their range of 
motion and muscular strength endurance. As the year is coming to an 
end, we will be focusing on family group games and other activities that 
can be enjoyed outside with family and friends.   
  

In Library we have been exploring the Solar System! We have been ex-
amining the size, speed, and distance each planet is from the Sun! Stu-
dents have been investigating planets beyond Earth to see if humans 
could survive. We determined that humans would need shelter, solar 
energy to grow plants, water for humans to consume and support plant/
animal life, and sustainable soil so that we could grow food to eat and 
feed animals. We have yet to find a planet that will support life, so we 
decided to take better care of Earth! We have left the inner solar system 
and now are exploring the outer solar system where the gas giants' rule! 
We explored Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, and the dwarf planet- 

Pluto! We will also take a closer look at the Stars above and the energy 
they produce!   
 As we wrap up the year, we will be visiting ways to take better 
care of the Earth! We will focus on recycling while we look at how a 
recycling center works and what products are made from recycled mate-
rials! We will also look at clean green energy as we explore ocean ener-
gy, solar energy, and wind energy! 
 We have truly had an amazing year in Library, and I look for-
ward to the adventures that we will have in the 22-23 school year! Have a 
wonderful, fun summer and don't forget to explore the public library!  
  

 In Art in May, we explored the wonderful world of birds. We 
looked at copies of Birds and Blooms magazine for information and in-
spiration. We learned that birds come in many colors, and patterns. The 
favorites were: Eastern Bluebirds, Goldfinches, Northern Flickers (a kind 
of woodpecker), and Northern Cardinals. Some students made collages 
using cutouts from magazines. Some looked at the art of Charles Harper 
whose stylized birds showed us how to use simple shapes and lines to 
draw birds. 
 In June students will be working on paper mâché animals, 
learning 3-D sculpture skills. Artwork will be traveling home soon! 
 Shout out to Jacob Hinton for having your painting hung at the 

BCPS 34
th Annual High School Art Exhibit at the Rosenburg Gallery, 

Goucher College. Congratulations to the following students who had 
their work exhibited in January at the BCPS Pulaski Office Complex 
Show: Jessica Oceguera-Cardenas, Brandon Merritt, Joshua Bartosevich, 
Henry Wright, Demones Banks, Jacob Hinton, Cameron Coleman, Carson 
Dieter, Shawn Szazy, Shawn Sager, Kaitlianna McCall, Jonathan Castillo-
Vargas, Larry Moore, Jayveon Murray, Peyton Haigler, Mason Easton, 
and Alanys Cruz-Santos. We join with our sister schools, Ridge Ruxton 
and Maiden Choice to do this show each year. 
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